F rom the Land 


, ee : 
eat OP" FS ARI, 
” ie ae 


SPRING/1980 


Photograph courtesy of Charles Brown 


The Nature Conservancy 
Connecticut Chapter 

Science Tower 

PO Box MMM 

Wesleyan Station 

Middletown, Connecticut 06457 
Tel. 203-344-0716 


The Nature Conservancy Connecticut Chapter 


GS National Office: 1800 North Kent St., Arlington, Virginia 22209 


FROM THE LAND 
Spring/1980 


Published for the members of 

The Connecticut Chapter of The Nature Conservancy 
Susan D. Cooley, Stewardship Director 

Janet E. Bechtel, Office Manager 

Winifred F. Wright, Master Plan Coordinator 

Marjorie L. Eaton, Secretary 


WELCOME TO MARJORIE EATON 


Marjorie Eaton comes to fill the position of clerk/typist 
at the Connecticut Chapter office. She has had five years 
of secretarial experience and comes to us from her job at 
the Yale Medical School where she was the Secretary to 
the Director of Reproductive Biology. 

Marjorie was graduated from Ansonia High School and 
the Stone Business School in New Haven where she fol- 
lowed the executive secretarial curriculum. 

She learned about the Conservancy through Winky 
Wright during their shared activity of Scottish Country 
Dancing. Marjorie is an avid hiker and horseback rider, 
and she is looking forward to working with and learning 
more about The Nature Conservancy. 
We extend to her a hearty welcome. 
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Photograph courtesy Duffy Schade 


CONNECTICUT GENERAL JOINS AS 
CORPORATE ASSOCIATE 


The Connecticut Chapter welcomes Connecticut Gen- 
eral Insurance Corporation of Bloomfield as the newest 
Corporate Associate from the Nutmeg state. Joining with 
16 other Connecticut-based corporations and more than 
275 businesses across the country who contribute an- 
nually to The Nature Conservancy, Connecticut General 
has demonstrated its support for the Conservancy's land 
conservation program and will help assure the protection 
of Connecticut's most critical natural lands. 


Bobwhite 


a —— ow « 
SS ee a. 


> yf. 7 
. - ee + 
ee ae a. oe 

SF 


TIP THE SCALES FOR BLUFF HEAD 


Since our special appeal for the Bluff Head Preserve 
went out with our Winter issue of From the Land, nearly 
100 Chapter members and friends have generously con- 
tributed or pledged $4492. All of these gifts have been 
matched by a generous challenge grant; $6,881 of this 
grant remains to be matched. Both gifts and pledges of 
cash or securities qualify for matching funds. Of the 
$66,000 fundraising goal, the Chapter has raised just 
over half. 

Please consider making a donation to save Bluff Head 
Preserve. 


PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON 
TAX EXEMPT LAND 


A public hearing of the Joint Committee on Finance, 
Revenue and Bonding on April 8th drew conservationists 
from all over Connecticut to Hartford. They came to voice 
their opposition to House Bill #6054 “An Act Preventing 
Loss of Property Tax Revenue in any Town by the Trans- 
fer of Taxable Real Property to Certain Nonprofit Corpo- 
rations. The purpose of the act was to eliminate property- 
tax exemption for lands held by organizations holding 
property for scientific, educational, literary, historical or 
charitable purposes, affecting all transfers of land or per- 
sonal property retroactive to October 1, 1978. 

The act, introduced by Representative Rufus Allyn 
(D. 43 dist.) of Mystic to address a serious local tax prob- 
lem, caught the entire land conservation community 
including The Nature Conservancy, the Audubon Socie- 
ties and the 70 local land trusts up in a general dragnet. 
Also included in this shotgun approach were historical 
societies, volunteer nursing homes, schools, colleges 
and universities. 

Executive Director, Evan Griswold, read a statement in 
opposition to the bill, pointing out the many short- and 
long-range benefits of preserving natural areas without 
the direct outlay of public funds. “Tax exemption,’ he 
said, “is critical to our mission of preserving critical biotic 
communities, habitat for threatened wildlife and plants 
and open spaces for a diverse and healthful environ- 
ment. Through membership contributions and volunteer 
support, the public has invested extensively in protection 


of Connecticut's irreplaceable natural heritage. Our cor- 
porate purpose, our members and our moral obligations 
to the public require that we protect forever a sample of 
the remaining natural areas in Connecticut.” 

Peter Cooper, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, added 
that “this proposal flies in the face of a whole series of 
carefully developed and considered tax and land-use 
policies enacted by this General Assembly ... to assist 
and encourage the scientific and educational land- 
holding organizations to achieve the public functions 
they are designed to serve.” 

While Conservancy members and staff do not normally 
involve themselves in legislative matters, focusing in- 
stead on land protection projects, this bill presented a 
clear and unmitigated threat to the work of the Chapter 
and the many conservation organizations across the state. 
We are glad to report that Bill #6054 has little chance of 
making it to the House floor. : 


SPRING WALK AT 
PHELPS RESEARCH AREA 


Come join the stewardship committee for a walk at 
Phelps Research Area Saturday, June 7. At 11 a.m. we 
will start from the A. Phelps Inn on Route 183 in North 
Colebrook. Members of the committee will guide us 
through the preserve and tell us about the area's history, 
resources, and on-going research projects. The walk 
should last a couple of hours. Bring a lunch to eat after- 
ward. 

Directions: North Colebrook is north of Torrington, near 
the Massachusetts line in the northwest part of Connecti- 
cut. From the center of Colebrook take Route 183 north 
about 2.5 miles. A. Phelps Inn (now a private home) is on 
the right where Prock Hill Road forks right towards Trian- 
gle Lake. 


Map: Phelps Research Area—North Colebrook 
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A VISIT TO CATHEDRAL PINES 


Sunday, March 23, was unseasonably warm, and a 
dozen hikers met to walk the Appalachian Trail through 
one of the State’s most celebrated preserves in Cornwall. 

Once under the dark canopy that rises more than 120 
feet overhead, we were startled by the piercing call of a 
Pileated Woodpecker. This large and secretive bird lives 
and feeds in mature forests where standing deadwood 
(and grubs and beetles) are abundant. 

Cathedral Pines now over 200 years old, and boasting 
of two 300-year old White Pine individuals, is weakening 
with age and tumbling down. One's first impression is 
that it looks messy—too many tree trunks lying horizon- 
tal. their limbs strewn about with needles turned brown. 

A couple of years ago the local committee that watches 
over the preserve made a plan for the stewardship of Ca- 
thedral Pines. It recognized the ecological value of the 
trees for long term scientific research and set down reg- 
ulations against hauling out the trees once they fell. 

lf a tree happens to fall across the road, only then will 
the committee take action to salvage a log. The pro- 
ceeds of selling it will go towards a stewardship fund for 
the preserve. Meanwhile, several studies are underway 
at Cathedral Pines in order to better understand the veg- 
etational development occurring there. 

Frank Calhoun, one of the donors of the Pines, led the 
group and told of selective logging that had occurred at 
one end of the preserve back in the 1950's. Oneida Indi- 
ans were contracted to cut the tall and slender pines 
unique to Cathedral Pines. These were to provide pilings 
for both the Tappan Zee Bridge across the Hudson River 
and the Tel Aviv airport in Israel. The trees were brought 
down like so many pick-up-sticks, boughs on top of 
boughs, to cushion the blow and keep the logs from 
splitting. 

The walk ended at Frank and Polly Calhoun’s house 
where we were greeted with tea and fresh, warm brown- 
ies. 


LAND ACQUISITION WORKSHOPS 


Two Land Acquisition Workshops sponsored by The 
Nature Conservancy at the end of March attracted about 
fifty participants from around the state. A few were affili- 
ated with local preserve stewardship committees, while 
the majority were connected with land trusts. 

Very special thanks go to Russell Brenneman, Charles 
Lenore, Alice McCallester, William Morrill, and Frank Thi- 
bodeau, and to staff members Susan Cooley, Ronald Kil- 
lian, and Winky Wright for their help. They guided partici- 
pants through the intricacies of tax laws affecting the 
giving and selling of land, capital gains, income deduc- 
tions, and various other topics. Thanks also go to the 
Glastonbury Sub-Chapter and the preserve committee in 
Litchfield for providing delicious refreshments. 


THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
CONNECTICUT CHAPTER 


welcomes all its members to the 
20TH ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
11 A.M., Saturday, June 28th 
at 
The Salisbury School 
Salisbury, Connecticut 


This year the annual meeting of The Nature Conservancy, Connecticut Chapter will be highlighted by a walk 
through the Conservancy's newest acquisition, HAMLET HILL PRESERVE. Located adjacent to the Salisbury 
School, the 311-acre Hamlet Hill Preserve was recently donated to the Conservancy by John A.B. Mitchell, Henry 
B. Mitchell, Mary M. McClintock, and Agnes M. Forsyth. The area covers the top of Wetuwanchu Mountain, 
stretching from the scenic Salmon Creek Valley on the west to Prospect Mountain on the east. Over a mile of the 
Appalachian Trail crosses the lands, affording hikers a magnificent view of the Berkshires to the north. After a brief 
business meeting and a picnic lunch, members will be invited to hike the Appalachian Trail across Hamlet Hill 
Preserve to Rand’s View. 

Please bring your picnic lunch! Coffee, tea and juice will be available. In case of rain, we will show “The Last 
Frontier,” a film of the Conservancy's Virginia Coast Reserve. The hike to Rand’s View will take place rain or shine. 


PLEASE R.S.V.P. by June 21st: 344-0716, 344-0532. 


AGENDA 
11:00 a.m.—Assemble at Salisbury School 


BETS —Welcoming remarks and review of the 
year's highlights 

11:30 —Gregory Low, Executive Vice Presi- 
dent, The Nature Conservancy, Na- 
tional Office 
“TNC’s focus in the 1980's” 


12:00 —Norm Sills, Trail Coordinator 
Connecticut Trail Appalachian Com- 
mittee 
“Protection of the Appalachian Trail in 
Connecticut” 


12:30 p.m.—Picnic Lunch Directions: Very near the New York-Massachusetts line. 


1:30 Salisbury School is about 2 miles northeast of 

to Salisbury along Route 44. It lies between 

3:00 —Hike the Appalachian Trail across Prospect Mountain Road and Wildcat Hollow 
Hamlet Hill Preserve to Rand's View. Road on the south side of Route 44. 
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 


In 1979 the identification, protection and stewardship 
of significant natural lands continued to dominate the 
work of The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut. Our 
day-to-day commitment to safeguard our ecological her- 
itage and assure future generations a healthy and richly 
diverse world was accomplished through the dedicated 
efforts of Conservancy volunteers who donated their time, 
energy and expertise. 

Growth in membership also helped the Chapter spread 
the land preservation ethic and keep the Chapter strong 
with the addition of 349 new members this year. Many of 
you joined as a result of a Conservancy project near your 
home or in your town. Others of you joined because you 
recognized the importance of guarding the natural world 
and the life it supports. Perhaps the most significant fact 
remains that over 10% of our membership is active in 
Conservancy projects through their work on local stew- 
ardship committees around the state. 

The loyalty and support of our members and volun- 
teers continues to keep The Nature Conservancy in a 
leadership position among conservation organizations in 
Connecticut. We hope in 1980 to further swell our ranks 
and strengthen this commitment towards saving the best 
remaining examples of our nation’s natural diversity. 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Peter B. Cooper, Chairman Alexander S. Gardner 
Bethany Greenwich 
Peter Neill, Vice Chairman Ann Gaylord 
Stony Creek Niantic 
John A. Blum, Treasurer Richard Goodwin 
North Colebrook New London 
Emma Angier, Secretary James Pepe 
Lyme Abington 
Charles C. Abbott Philip Smith 
Pomfret Center Weston 
Prudence Cutler Alden Taylor 
Farmington Farmington 
Marjorie H. Elting A. Lindsay Thomson 
Sharon West Hartford 


STAFF 


Evan S. Griswold, Executive Director 
Susan D. Cooley, Stewardship Director 
Janet E. Bechtel, Office Manager 

Winifred F. Wright, Master Plan Coordinator 
Anna Barron, Secretary 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


The following data are abstracted from our Financial 
Statement as of December 31, 1979: 
ASSETS 


Cash in Banks $86,625 
Funds at National Office 27,663 
Treasury Notes 60,000 
$174,288 

FUND BALANCE $174,288 


Cash in Banks includes Preserve savings as well as 
Chapter general savings. The financial data above pres- 
ent fairly the assets and fund balance arising from cash 
transactions of The Nature Conservancy-Connecticut 
Chapter as of December 31, 1979, and the revenues col- 
lected and expenditures paid during the year then ended, 
on the basis of cash receipts and disbursements, which 
basis has been applied in a manner consistent with that 
of the preceding year. A detailed Financial Statement in- 
cluding the accountant’s report of our auditors, Ernst and 
Whinney, is available for your inspection at our offices. 


Whorled pogonia (/sotria verticillata) Photograph courtesy of Duffy Schade 


National Office: 1800 North Kent St., Arlington, Virginia 22209 GEG rete Office: P.O. Box MMM, Wesleyan Station, Middletown, Connecticut 06457 


THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 


The Nature Conservancy is a national, non-profit 
conservation organization devoted to preserving natural 
diversity by identifying ecologically and environmentally 


significant areas, Se 7 
protecting these see 
lands, either through 
gift or purchase and 
providing long-term 
stewardship for these 
unique areas. 

Since 1954, the 
Conservancy and its 
members have been 
involved in protecting 
more than 1,629,000 
acres in 50 states, 
Canada, Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean. The 
Connecticut Chapter 
alone has preserved 


more than 11,000 acres throughout the state. 
These land holdings form a living museum available in 
perpetuity for scientific inquiry and education. They 


IDENTIFICATION 


The first step in The Nature Con- 
servancys three-part focus is the 
process of identifying what is rare 
and determining its exact location. 
To achieve this goal the Chapter re- 
lied on the expertise and personal 
knowledge of members of its Sci- 
ence and Acquisition Committee, 
comprised of university and college 
professors across the state, the 
Connecticut Natural Areas Inven- 
tory, and others in the scientific, ac- 
ademic and conservation fields. What 
resulted was the Connecticut Chap- 
ter's “Top Ten Priority Protection List” 
of known areas of ecological impor- 
tance or ‘critical habitats.” 
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PROTECTION 


The second major aspect of The 
Nature Conservancy's program was 
carried out by direct acquisition of 
three of the areas on our Priority Pro- 
tection List; Hamlet Hill in Salisbury, 
Mt. Higby Natural Area in Middle- 
town/Middlefield and Bluff Head 
Preserve in North Guilford, thus as- 
suring protection of areas of state- 
wide ecological significance. In ad- 
dition to acquiring or otherwise 
protecting over 1,300 acres of natu- 
ral lands across the state, the Chap- 
ter assisted two local conservation 
trusts with the acquisition of key open 
space parcels by providing critical 
and timely loans. In this way, the 
Conservancy was able to protect 
more land by encouraging and aid- 
ing local sister organizations. 


include coastal and inland wetlands, ponds, mountains, 
meadows, forests, ravines, islands, and other distinctive 
features of our diverse Connecticut landscape. These 
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refuges for 
threatened wildlife 
and rare plants 
remain untouched 
and protected 
because the 
Conservancy and its 
members cared and 
acted quickly. 
Throughout 1979, 
the Connecticut 
Chapter and its 
3,266 members 
worked together 
successfully to 
produce a record of 
measurable 
conservation 


achievement as they pursued the three-pronged 
conservation approach of identification, protection, and 
stewardship of significant natural lands. 


STEWARDSHIP 


The Chapter’s stewardship  ef- 
forts, the third integral component of 
Our program, made significant ad- 
vances in Connecticut with the com- 
pletion and approval of long-range 
management plans for over half of 
Our preserves. The Student Intern- 
ship Program, in its fifth successful 
summer, helped complete 17 more 
natural resources inventories on 
which the master plans are based. 
In addition, several volunteer com- 
mittees began putting into practice 
some of the recommendations of their 
management plans by building new 
trails and printing preserve guides 
and brochures. Others increased the 
level of understanding of the impor- 
tance of natural areas within their 
communities through wildlife walks 
and educational programs. 


